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Please join me in celebrating the Great 

American Smokeout, and in commending 
those who make the commitment to quit 
smoking today. 

f 

PROVIDING THAT THE GREAT 
HALL OF THE CAPITOL VISITOR 
CENTER SHALL BE KNOWN AS 
EMANCIPATION HALL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.R. 3315, a 
measure to designate the great hall of the 
Capitol Visitor Center as ‘‘Emancipation Hall.’’ 
I commend my friend, Representative ZACH 
WAMP for introducing this legislation. I am ex-
tremely proud to be an original cosponsor of 
this legislation and commend my 226 other 
colleagues who share that pride as cospon-
sors. 

I think the Akan principle of Sankofa sym-
bolized by a bird with its head turned back-
wards taking an egg off its back, most appro-
priately demonstrates the importance of this 
legislation. This symbol demonstrates the old 
saying, ‘‘You cannot know where you are 
going, without knowing where you have been.’’ 
The story of the United States Capitol exem-
plifies the importance of this principle in its 
many historically decorated corridors and 
monuments. However, the role of enslaved 
labor in the creation of the Capitol is most no-
tably absent. 

I strongly believe that the true history of our 
Capitol should be recognized so it is not for-
gotten or misinterpreted. Our Nation is so 
great because of the rich diversity of cultural 
narratives, including the experiences of my 
enslaved ancestors. Neglecting to acknowl-
edge these facts when such an appropriate 
opportunity has presented itself, would mean 
forgetting the immense sacrifices of all who 
have contributed to building our nation. Eman-
cipation Hall is the most appropriate title for 
the great hall of the Capitol Visitor Center to 
honor that sacrifice in perpetuity. 

Mr. Speaker, I am moved that the imminent 
passage of this legislation will guarantee that 
the true story of the construction of our Capitol 
will greet generations of visitors to come. 
Emancipation Hall will formally recognize a 
legacy struggle by African Americans and the 
resulting freedom that affords me the oppor-
tunity to serve in this Congress. I urge my col-
leagues to stand with me to support this legis-
lation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ALEXANDER 
HAMILTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Alexander Hamilton Ele-
mentary School on receiving the 2007 Out-
standing School Partnership Award. 

Third, fourth, and eighth grade students of 
Alexander Hamilton were ranked in the top 5 

out of 40 schools in their area in several cat-
egories. The students that were at or above 
national norms were as follows: third grade 
reading—91.7 percent, fourth grade science— 
87.5 percent, eighth grade math—93.3 per-
cent, and eighth grade composite—93.3 per-
cent. The overall combined composite score 
for third through eighth grades indicated that 
80.3 percent of students were at or above na-
tional norms. 

In recognition of these achievements, Chi-
cago Public School’s CEO Arne Duncan and 
Mayor Richard Daley presented Principal Dr. 
Mila Strasburg with the 2007 Outstanding 
School Partnership Award. 

Alexander Hamilton Elementary School has 
a long history of excellence in academic 
achievement. It has been an Illinois State 
Board of Education ‘‘Spotlight School’’ for sev-
eral years, a Chicago Public School ‘‘School 
of Distinction’’, and has been recognized by 
the ‘‘Designs for Change’’ for fifteen consecu-
tive years for high student achievement. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Alexander 
Hamilton Elementary School on receiving the 
2007 Outstanding School Partnership Award 
and for setting a shining example for our Na-
tion’s public schools. 
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HONORING THE KITTRELL 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the members of 
the Kittrell Volunteer Fire Department for their 
selfless dedication and bravery in protecting 
our families, day and night. 

The Kittrell Volunteer Fire Department was 
established in October 1990. In their first year 
of service, the group responded to nearly 70 
calls. Today, the Fire Department has 21 vol-
unteers on its roster and answers between 
150 and 175 calls per year. 

Without volunteer fire halls, like Kittrell, 
many places in the Sixth District would lack ef-
fective fire protection. In the state of Ten-
nessee, over 70 percent of fire service is pro-
vided by volunteers. Among these volunteers, 
almost 75 percent work other daily jobs. 

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without 
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die 
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In 
2007, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code 
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main 
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of 
duty. 

For their willingness to serve, the following 
members of the Kittrell Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment deserve recognition: Members: Asst. 
Chief Tracey Curray, Asst. Chief Joe Barrett, 
Capt. Bobby Brewer, Capt. James Paul, Lt. 
Tim Curray, Lt. Alison Mitchell, Chris Kirksey, 
Dewayne Hayes, Alvin Brandon, Adam Long, 
Addison Bond, Charles Sayler, John Lugo, Jr., 
John Wiseman, Brad Lynn and Stephanie 
Taylor; Members who also serve on Board of 
Directors: Fire Chief George Curray, Laughlin 
Youree, John Donnell, Bud Mitchell and Matt 
Lane; Board of Directors: Glenn Mitchell, Faye 
Curray, Robert Adams, Joseph Peay and Jim 
Puckett. 

RECOGNITION OF EIGHTH ANNUAL 
NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the eighth annual National 
Adoption Day. 

On November 17, 2007, a record number of 
courts across the country will open their doors 
to finalize the adoptions of thousands of chil-
dren from foster care. Every child deserves a 
permanent and loving family and today there 
are 114,000 children in foster care who are 
still in need of adoptive homes. 

I laud the goals of National Adoption Day 
2007 which include: 

Finalizing adoptions from foster care in all 
50 States; celebrating and honoring all fami-
lies who adopt; raising awareness about the 
114,000 children currently in foster care wait-
ing for adoption; encouraging others to adopt 
children from foster care; building collaboration 
among local adoption agencies, courts, and 
advocacy organizations. 

I applaud the efforts of the hundreds of vol-
unteer lawyers, foster care professionals, child 
advocates and local judges who will come to-
gether to celebrate adoptions. I hope the goals 
of National Adoption Day are met and far ex-
ceeded. 

f 

THE NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
DAY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.J. Res. 62, 
the Native American Heritage Day Act of 
2007. I commend my colleague Representa-
tive BACA for introducing this resolution and 
am honored to be an original cosponsor of the 
legislation. This is a much needed resolution 
that recognizes the vital contributions of Native 
Americans to the history of our Nation. 

I only need to acknowledge my own herit-
age to know that the steps to build the bridge 
of understanding and diplomacy with the Na-
tive Americans and other minorities have been 
inadequate in this country. This legislation 
proves that we live in a nation that is great for 
being able to reflect accurately and recognize 
the history of its own oppressed people. 

This bill considers the Friday after Thanks-
giving as the appropriate day for the Native 
American Heritage Day. The timing for this 
day could not be more appropriate than during 
a weekend of celebration and giving thanks. It 
is only right that the original inhabitants of our 
nation be duly recognized in conjunction with 
this important celebration. 

Mr. Speaker, a specific day of recognition 
will allow future generations to appropriately 
recognize and admire Native Americans for 
their important contributions to all aspects of 
the American life. For too long, this assistance 
in the development of our nation has been 
overlooked. 

This day of heritage does not only exhibit 
proper respect for the indigenous people of 
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our Nation, but paves the way for tremendous 
educational opportunities. The implementation 
of this bill would greatly increase awareness 
and respect for Native Americans through cul-
turally competent incorporation of their historic 
contributions into our educational institutions. 
Taking such action is absolutely essential for 
our educational curriculum in order to develop 
progressive young people who can propel our 
society above intolerance. 

Mr. Speaker, there are numerous Congres-
sional findings about the contributions and 
achievements that the Native Americans have 
made to the United States that have not been 
fully realized by the general public. Many as-
pects of our government, culture, and society 
have ultimately been derived from Native 
Americans. Their ideals of checks and bal-
ances, freedom of speech, and separation of 
governmental powers were essential to the 
foundation of our nation’s policies. Native 
Americans have, and continue to contribute 
revolutionary advancements in many fields 
such as agriculture, medicine, and music just 
to name a few. 

Mr. Speaker, this formal recognition is long 
overdue. Native Americans of this country de-
serve such recognition without delay. It is ab-
solutely necessary to set at least a moment in 
our way of life to acknowledge the roots of our 
democracy. 

I urge my colleagues to wholeheartedly sup-
port this resolution and other initiatives for the 
proper recognition of Native Americans. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF RAY SMITH, JR. 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of my dear friend Ray 
Smith, Jr., of Hot Springs, Arkansas, who 
passed away November 1, 2007, at the age of 
83. 

Ray Smith, Jr., spent his lifetime dedicated 
to his family, his country and to public service. 
After returning from World War II where he 
served as a pilot in the Army Air Corps, Smith 
completed law school and began practicing in 
his hometown of Hot Springs. 

Smith decided in 1955 to run for public of-
fice, which began his whirlwind career in poli-
tics that has left a lasting impression upon the 
Hot Springs region and the State of Arkansas. 
After he was elected to the Arkansas House of 
Representatives, Smith rose through the ranks 
and became majority leader, majority whip and 
chairman of the House Education Committee. 
However, it was prior to these accomplish-
ments in which Smith’s name will forever be 
remembered. During the 1958 special session 
called by then-Governor Orval Faubus, Smith 
cast the lone dissenting vote on a Faubus bill 
to close any schools that were ordered to be 
integrated. It was this belief in equality and op-
portunity for all Americans that led Smith to 
vote his convictions even when his colleagues 
could not. 

During his 27 years representing Hot 
Springs in the Arkansas State Legislature, 
Smith continued to play a key role in the com-
munity. His belief in the importance of edu-
cation led him to sponsor legislation creating 
the Garland County Community College, 

where he would go on to serve as chairman 
of the board of trustees. His dedication to local 
organizations such as the Boys Club of Hot 
Springs and the Hot Springs National Park 
Rotary Club displayed his deep commitment to 
giving back to the community. 

In addition to his civic leadership, Ray 
Smith, Jr., was also a man of devout faith. He 
was a member of the First United Methodist 
Church where he served on the board of trust-
ees and as chairman of the Official Board of 
the First United Methodist Church. 

I send my deepest condolences to his wife, 
Patricia Floyd Smith of Hot Springs; his three 
sons, William Randolph Smith of Washington, 
DC, Scott Floyd Smith of New York, New 
York, and Steven Bryan Smith of Hot Springs; 
his two daughters Patricia Carol Smith of 
Arkadelphia and Suzanne Smith Palmieri of 
Silver Spring, Maryland; his brother William Y. 
Smith of Falls Church, Virginia; his sister Betty 
Mildred Pierce of Pine Bluff; and to his nine 
grandchildren and numerous friends. Ray 
Smith, Jr., will be greatly missed in Hot 
Springs, Garland County and throughout the 
State of Arkansas, and I am truly saddened by 
this loss. 
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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 
2614 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, H.R. 2614 
is a relatively modest, yet important step to-
wards meeting the long-term water needs for 
the West. Water recycling is an approach that 
more and more communities are tapping to 
meet local and regional water demand. To ad-
dress the continued growth of water users, 
communities are truly maximizing the use of 
every drop of water. 

H.R. 2614 authorizes Federal participation 
in conjunction with two water reclamation 
projects, one located in my congressional dis-
trict and one located in the 41st Congressional 
District of California. Both projects are located 
in the greater Inland Empire, a region heavily 
dependent on imported sources of water. 

The City of Corona Water Recycling and 
Reuse Project will enable the city of Corona to 
provide recycled water to parks, landscape 
maintenance districts, schools, landscaped 
freeway frontages and any other project that 
does not require potable water. The project 
will also reduce the need for increased water 
imports and construction of additional drinking 
water infrastructure. 

The project will consist of three reservoirs 
and two pump stations along with retrofitted 
user irrigation systems. Additionally, 27 miles 
of pipelines are needed since recycled water 
is required to be kept completely separate 
from drinking water and uses a dedicated sys-
tem of pipelines. The city plans to retrofit ap-
proximately 200 sites including schools, public 
parks and landscape areas, freeway land-
scaping, golf courses, and commercial land-
scaping. 

The Yucaipa Valley Water Supply Renewal 
Project will maximize the various water re-
sources in the Yucaipa Valley. The new facility 
will contain an advanced filtration (reverse os-
mosis) system and a brine pipeline to remove 

salinity, contaminants, and organic compounds 
from the water supply in the Yucaipa Valley. 
The brine pipeline will extend nearly 20 miles 
to the existing Santa Ana Regional Interceptor 
brine pipeline. 

The completed project will minimize the 
amount of water imported from northern Cali-
fornia, maximize the use of higher quality 
water, reduce withdrawals from ground water 
supplies, and provide a long-term, drought- 
proof water supply. The full project is expected 
to reduce demands on the California State 
Water Project by over 4 billion gallons per 
year, which is a sufficient quantity of water for 
27,000 families of four each year. 

I want to thank the city of Corona and city 
of Yucaipa for developing innovative, water- 
saving projects that truly benefit our entire re-
gion. I also want to thank my good friend 
Grace Napolitano, the Chairwoman of the 
Water and Power Subcommittee, for her lead-
ership and support of my legislation. I know 
she shares my belief that water recycling is an 
important tool in addressing growing water 
needs in the West. Madam Speaker, I think it 
is crucial that we recognize and assist com-
munities that are working to reduce their reli-
ance on imported water and I urge all col-
leagues to support the passage of H.R. 2614. 

f 

ORDERLY AND RESPONSIBLE IRAQ 
REDEPLOYMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I will 
vote for this legislation. 

This bill is the opposite of a blank check for 
the President. The funds it will provide are 
those that will be needed to move toward an 
‘‘immediate and orderly’’ redeployment of U.S. 
troops from Iraq. 

The bill requires redeployment to begin with-
in 30 days of its passage and sets a goal of 
bringing home most our soldiers from Iraq by 
December 15, 2008. 

The bill also requires that our military’s mis-
sion in Iraq shift from combat to force protec-
tion, support for Iraqi security forces, and tar-
geted counterterrorism operations, and it pro-
hibits the deployment of any U.S. troops to 
Iraq that are not already fully equipped and 
trained. And it extends to all U.S. Government 
agencies and personnel the limitations in the 
Army Field Manual on permissible interroga-
tion techniques, to remove any doubt that 
loopholes remain for ‘‘waterboarding’’ or simi-
lar harsh techniques. 

It’s clear that we’re seeing progress on the 
security front in Iraq—likely the result of more 
U.S. boots on the ground combined with an in-
surgency that has largely succeeded in 
‘‘cleansing’’ Iraq’s neighborhoods, driving 
Iraq’s Sunni and Shia populations out of areas 
where they once lived side by side. 

But when he announced the ‘‘surge’’ of ad-
ditional troops to Iraq, President Bush prom-
ised us more than progress on the security 
front in Iraq. 

We sent more troops to Iraq to provide 
‘‘breathing space’’ for the Iraqi Government to 
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